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A. Bronson Alcott: His Life and Philosophy. By F. B. Sanborn and 
W. T. Harris, Boston, Roberts Brothers, 1893. — pp. ix, 1-354; 354-679. 

In these two goodly volumes we have, for the first time, an adequate life 
of one of the most interesting of the Concord philosophers, together with 
an authoritative exposition of his philosophical system. With the life as 
such, we are not directly concerned. It will be found interesting and 
instructive, however, even to the many who, for various reasons, are some- 
what reluctant to apply the term 'philosopher' to the subject of the 
biography. Moreover, it would be a great mistake for one wholly unac- 
quainted with the main facts of Mr. Alcott's life to turn directly to the 
exposition of his system. The life and the doctrine are hardly to be 
separated. 

Mr. Harris is particularly well qualified to act as Mr. Alcott's interpreter. 
He himself lived through the ' Transcendental ' movement in all its phases, 
and is able now to describe with kindly humor the extravagance of the 
apostles of reform, as well as to point out what he believes to be elements 
of abiding truth in their doctrine. Also, he was for more than thirty years 
Mr. Alcott's personal friend, sympathizer, and admirer, without being his 
disciple. One feels that the Concord philosopher's system is being faith- 
fully and accurately presented, but one's final attitude can hardly fail to 
be that of disappointment. Many of the 1 20 pages devoted to the exposi- 
tion are almost necessarily taken up with semi-biographical details ; and 
the further one goes with this final and really interesting chapter, the more 
one feels that one has to do with a benign personality, rather than with a 
man who materially helped either to state or to solve the ultimate problems 
of philosophy. Twenty pages are devoted to a popular exposition of Neo- 
Platonism, while the substantial obligations of our philosopher to this 
ancient school of thought are frankly shown throughout the chapter. 
Not that Mr. Alcott was altogether lacking in originality. Starting 
with a knowledge of the work of the Neo-Platonists which probably was 
neither very exact nor very extensive, he grasped the fundamental thoughts 
of the system and reiterated them in a form that was often suggestive, 
and that sometimes was even impressive, because of the philosopher's 
manifest earnestness. As Mr. Harris happily remarks, his works "present 
this world-historic theory as a ' survival ' in a person born in our own age." 
While such an exposition is all the more valuable for being sympathetic, 
the reader can hardly fail to rebel at the tone of exaggeration into which 
Mr. Harris is sometimes betrayed. The following passages, taken almost 
at random, will illustrate. " Mr. Alcott claims an eminent place among 
philosophers, on the ground that he revives and announces, from his own 
insight, this lapse theory of the world" (p. 604). "To one man — the 
wisest of his generation, however — here was an opportunity not to be 
neglected. This was Emerson " (p. 606). It is not reassuring to be told : 
" Mr. Alcott, seated before a company, looked about to see in the faces 
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of those present any gleams of this transcendental insight, any traces of 
emancipation from the senses and understanding" (p. 612), and a little 
further on : " Real proofs are insights into genesis, such as Plotinus and 
Proclus and Alcott offer us. Emerson's ' Over Soul,' ' Spiritual Laws,' and 
'Experience' are models of real proof, though containing no trace of 
argument" (p. 617). Such passages suggest at once the bias of the writer 
and the essential weakness of the system which he expounds. One cannot 
but feel that such speculations belong rather to the realm of poetry than 
to that of philosophy. E. A. 

Sensation and Intellection, their character and their function in the 
cognition of the Real and the Ideal. A Thesis, presented for the degree 
of Ph.D. at the University of Minnesota, by Henry Webb Brewster, 
A.B. Minneapolis, The University of Minnesota, 1893. — pp. 164. 

The title indicates the aim and character of this monograph. It consists 
of two parts : Book I investigates the character of sensation and intellection, 
and Book II the function of sensation and intellection in the cognition of the 
real and the ideal. 

Book I falls into three divisions, and the following sentence from the 
"Preliminary Outline" explains the order of discussion : " In order clearly 
to set forth the correlative theory of sensation it is necessary first to analyze 
the nature of intellection, hence the two terms, sensation and intellection, 
will be treated in an order the reverse of that in which they appear in the 
title." Accordingly, in the first part, "Historical Review," Ch. II gives an 
account of the nature of intellection, from Socrates to Herbart, showing 
how there has been a general tendency to widen the meaning of the term 
intellection at the expense of the term sensation ; and Chs. III-V present 
three theories of sensation : Sensational Theory, the identification, either in 
whole or in part, of sense-perception and sensation (Locke, Hume, Lotze ; 
James, etc.) ; Component Theory, sensation a subordinate element of sense 
perception (Kant, Spencer, etc.); and Correlative Theory, the mutual inclusion 
of sensation and intellection in every mental state (Green, Dewey, etc.). In 
the second part, " Critical Analysis," Ch. I gives an analysis of intellection, 
according to which there are two fundamental principles determining the 
character of finite knowledge, and three primary laws governing the uni- 
versal processes of thought. These processes of thought are the categories, 
a tentative list of which is offered on p. 47 ; the primary laws are contradic- 
tion, mutual limitation, and correlation; and the fundamental principles 
are relativity and correlativity. Chs. II-IV contain a criticism of the 
theories of sensation, the author adopting the Correlative Theory, with the 
final result : There are three characteristics of consciousness — changing 
aspects, movements of attention, and fixed phases, corresponding respect- 
ively to "(1) the individual element related through (2) functions of the will 
to (3) the universal element," i.e. feeling, will, and thought. But feeling, 



